( } Jl\;t':u | B

INU/ VL

A gainst some lower estimates, Rome’s population was probably close tg 4 millj

—\ Deople, by far the largest city of Mediterranean antiquity. This massive po )

4 A lation was sustained by a regular grain dole and heavy imports that inclucli):(i
more than 200,000 tons (180,000 metric tons) of grain each year. Nevertheless mo
of the residents were poor, living in tenement apartments that grew cheaper bflt aISS{E
smaller and less sturdy as the floors went higher.
: An estimated 40,000 - 50,000 of Rome’s residents were Jewish. Some of these Jew-
ish people were Roman citizens, most of them descended from slaves freed more
than a century earlier. Greek was the primary language of Rome’s Jewish community
however, and also the language of Paul’s letter to the believers in Rome. The majori[};
of Jews were poor, and many worked on the docks by the Tiber River. Sources from
the period show that Romans ridiculed some Jewish customs, especially circumcision
the Sabbath and Jewish food laws. Many other Romans were attracted to Judaism, bu{
the conversion of Roman women often provoked aristocratic men to criticize Judaism
more harshly.

Because Rome mistrusted meetings that it could not control, the Jewish commu-
nity in the capitol was not united. In contrast to Alexandria, where one leader spoke
for the Jewish community, Rome had many synagogues with separate leaders. Such
an environment apparently proved conducive for the spread of Jesus” message in a
number of the synagogues.

In the wake of one scandal reportedly involving a single Jewish swindler, the emperor
Tiberius (42 BC-AD 37) expelled the Jewish community from Rome. Later, probably in
AD 49, the emperor Claudius did the same, although it is not likely in either case that
all Jews actually left. Because Claudius’s expulsion is believed to have been in response
to Jewish divisions about the Messiah, it seems likely that Jewish followers of Jesus (cf.
Acts 2:10) were involved. This may explain why Aquila and Priscilla were among those
compelled to leave (Acts 18:1-2). Many scholars believe that Gentile Christians went

their separate way from the synagogues after this, accounting for the limited informa-
tion about them held by members of the Jewish elite in Acts 28:22.
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pulsion order, so even ringleaders in
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SCt repealeq y ome grew exponentially. In AD 54
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I. Paul thus knows personally many of the leaders
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» and the Visit he heart of the empire, Rome always drew visitors and
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ntury forum at Rome.
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